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despair, He answered: "But who told you, Signora, that
I believed everything 1 taught others ?—Oh, life was very
sweet 1"
The Ambassador explained that the expression "tQ/ii mange
du Pape en m&nrt" was capable of various interpretations and
indeed had been interpreted in several ways. It was usually
taken to be a threat on the part: of the Pope against all enemies
of the Church. 'Urns the Pope might, rot instance, feel
tempted to direct it against heretical French ministers. On
the other hand it might mean that it was inadvisable to have
anything to do with the Pope, as if the political enemies of the
Curia were to say ; " Henceforward we will have no dealings
with the Pope as such dealings are fatal/' A third reading,
accepted largely by the enemies of the Pope, was that it was
dangerous to cat with the Pope as the dishes served might be
poisoned. This interpretation, the Ambassador said, was
actually the original one and went back to Pope Alexander
Borgia, who at his banquets had poisoned wine served to
persons inconvenient to nim.
After leaving the Palazzo Cafiarelli with Blascrna we
discussed Cardinal Galimberti's death on our way home.
The Cardinal was reputed to be a friend of Germany, a free-
thinking prince of the Church, and an anti-Jesuit. Immedi-
ately after his death the suspicion was raised in a section of the
Italian Press that he might have been poisoned by the Jesuits,
I said I did not think mere could have been any foundation
for these suspicions, that a similar rumour had been started
in the summer of 1889 after the sudden death at Subiaco in
the Sabine mountains of Cardinal Schiaffino, a man of
moderate views. „ * * Blaserna replied that he was unable
to agree with me, and was rather disposed to believe that this
method of ridding themselves of opponents was in fact
practised by the Jesuits. . * . " But if, I demurred, " there
are any grounds for such suspicion, why does not the Italian
Government order the immediate exhumation of the bodies
in order to establish the truth?" Blaserna said: "Tftmt
would be a very dangerous step. Imagine if the suspicion
proved unfounded. What an outcry there would be from
the Curia about outraging the most sacred feelings of the
faithful by the blasphemous action of the Italian Government I
They would denounce Italy to the whole world/'

